
 

 

 

Gratto M. “Jack” Rosazza 
(This picture taken September 1944 on West Broadway, Hopewell) 

 



Gratto M. “Jack” Rosazza 

Born June 6, 1918 

Killed in Action December 9, 1944 

 

Jack Rosazza was born in Bedford, Virginia to Karl McCorkle and Mazzie Wilkes Rosazza.  In the mid-1920s 

the Rosazza family moved to Hopewell, Virginia.  They lived on 8th Avenue at that time and attended First 

Christian Church on 11th Avenue.  

 

Jack married Dorothy “Dot” Kirby on November 13, 1938.  Their only child, Karl Kirby Rosazza was born in 

1940 just as World War II was starting.  They lived in the Roselawn area of Prince George, west of Hopewell 

on Dinwiddie Avenue.  In 1944, Jack was working at the Hummel-Ross Corporation paper mill as a crane 

operator when he was drafted and assigned to the 3rd Army, 26th Division, 328th Infantry.   

 

Because military pay was lower than most could earn in civilian life, many of the wives got jobs when their 

husbands went in the service.  Under a government program, spouses of servicemen were given priority for 

jobs.  Jack’s wife, Dot, applied for and got a job at Camp Lee as a military chauffeur soon after Jack was 

inducted.  Dot continued working as a chauffeur after Jack was killed.  She eventually remarried, having two 

more children. 

 

 
 

Dot Rosazza working as a military chauffeur at Camp Lee  

in June 1944 before Jack was killed. 

 



 

Jack’s family provided the information included for this memorial document, including Jack’s service record 

as follows: 

April 1944: Inducted at Ft. Meade, MD 

May 1944:  Began Basic Training at Camp Blanding, FL 

September 1944:  Completed training at Camp Blanding, FL.  Visited family in Hopewell for 10 days on the 

way to Ft. Meade, MD. 

October  6, 1944: Arrived at Ft Meade, MD  

November 1944: Shipped out from Camp Shanks, NY to Europe 

November 6, 1944: Arrived in Normandy, France   

December  7, 1944: Reported Missing In Action, Kirviller France  

December  9, 1944: Confirmed Killed In Action, Kirviller France 

December 1944: Interred US Military Cemetery, Hochfelden, France (about 12 miles northwest of 

Strasbourg France) 

March 1949: US Army Transport “Haiti Victory” transported remains to the USA 

April 30, 1949: Remains arrive in Petersburg, VA  

May 1949: Burial in Appomattox Cemetery, Hopewell, VA 

October 1983: Reburial with family members in Merchant’s Hope Memorial Park, Prince George, VA 

Jack had two cousins from Bedford that were killed in the D-Day invasion, Weldon Rosazza and John Wilkes, 

part of the “Bedford Boys” unit.  In November 1944, Jack wrote to his family that he found Weldon’s grave.  

Although Jack could not tell the family where he was because of censorship, they knew that Weldon was 

buried at Normandy, so they knew Jack was at Normandy at that time. 

Soon after Jack’s death, a member of Jack’s unit provided the family with the pictures included below of the 

Hochfelden US Military Cemetery where Jack was buried before his remains were returned to Virginia. 



  

 
 

Above and Below: Hochfelden, France US Military Cemetery 

 

 



 

Above: Men erecting a cross at Jack’s grave to replace the simple board marker. 

 

 

Above: Jack’s grave with cross erected. 

 



Family Newspaper Clippings 

 

 



 

 

 

Funeral Service Pamphlet for Interment at Appomattox Cemetery 

May 1949 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Jack & Dot Rosazza with son Karl, September 1944 

This was the last time the family was together 

 



 

 

Final resting place at Merchant’s Hope Memorial Park 

 

 

 

  



 

May 2014 

 

This memorial tribute can be obtained by contacting: 

 

 The Prince George Regional Heritage Center 

P.O. Box 452 

Prince George, VA 23875 

804-863-0212 

pghistory@aol.com 
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