Lawrence George “JR” Sprader, Jr.



Lawrence George “JR” Sprader, Jr.
Born July 2, 1982
Died June 12, 2007

“JR” as he was affectionately known by his family and friends was born July 2, 1982, at DeWitt
Army Hospital, Fort Belvoir, Virginia. He is the son of SFC (Retried) Lawrence G. Sprader and
Pok Sun Sprader. He had an older brother Christopher, born April 1, 1980, a sister-in-law,
Jennifer and one nephew, Julian, at the time he passed away. A second nephew, Kyo, was born
August 27, 2010.

JR lived with his family in Stafford, Virginia from 1982 to 1985, after which time his father was
reassigned to the Republic of Korea and the family accompanied him there. He attended Seoul
Elementary School from Kindergarten through the 2d grade and then the family was reassigned
to Fort Lee, Virginia in July 1990. He attended South Elementary School, L.L. Beazley, N.B.
Clements, and Prince George High School graduating in June 2000. JR joined the Army in July
2000.

JR with his parents and older brother.



Growing up he was never mischievous, he was very quiet and shy. He had no interest playing
any type of sports, but he loved playing video games either by himself or with his brother, Chris.
He was very close with his mother, and as he matured he protected her. He always
remembered her on special occasions, and regardless of where he was stationed he always
made sure that she received a card or a special gift from him. My most precious memory is
when he was stationed in Germany and he came home for Christmas Leave in 2003. His
mother had no idea that he would be home because JR and | planned it for about a month. To
see them hug each other brought tears to my eyes and to this day | believe it was the most
precious Christmas gift she could have received. (See picture included in this Memorial
Biography)

JR’s Army service took him to Fort Jackson, SC for Basic Training and then to Fort Lee, VA for
Advanced Individual Training (AIT) as a 92Y, Supply Specialist. Upon completion of AIT he was
assigned to Fort Leonardwood, MO with the 84™ Chemical Battalion from 2001-2002. He was
then reassigned to HHC, 1/26™ Infantry, 1°* Infantry Division, Schweinfurt, GE and deployed
with them on Operation Iragi Freedom Il (OIF 1) from 2002-2005. Completing his tour in
Germany he was reassigned to Fort Lee, VA with the 506" Quartermaster Company and
assigned as the Unit Supply Sergeant and deployed with them to Iraq in 2005 and returning in
October 2006.

In April 2007, he was reassigned to HHD, 11 Military Police (CID) Battalion, Fort Hood, TX. JR
was attending the Warrior Leadership Course at Fort Hood, TX when he lost his life. On June 8,
2007, he was performing Land Navigation when he became dehydrated and disoriented and he
succumbed to the heat. He was found on June 12, 2007, under very thick underbrush. The
Army Investigation determined that the leadership at the academy was at fault for his death.
JR would have deployed on his third tour in Iraq upon completing this course.

His awards and decorations include the Army Achievement Medal, two Army Good Conduct
Medals, the National Defense Service Medal, and both the Global War on Terrorism Service and
Expeditionary Medals. He was posthumously awarded the Army Commendation Medal. In
addition, he was also a Combat Life Saver and had twice been awarded the Driver’s Badge for
his expertise in operating a wide range of Army transportation vehicles.

He is interred at the Virginia Veterans Cemetery, Amelia, Virginia. There is a permanent
memorial at the location where he died at Fort Hood, Texas and his picture hangs on the Wall
of Honor at the Survivor Outreach Services Office, Fort Hood, Texas. In 2008, he was honored
by the Military Police Regimental Association with a memorial paver at the Military Police
Memorial Grove, Fort Leonardwood, Missouri. It is located in Section: H/ Column: A/ Row: 92.
There is also a memorial paver at the Quartermaster Museum, Fort Lee, Virginia.

Written by Lawrence G. Sprader, Sr.

Note: On the following pages is a letter that JR wrote to his father expressing his emotions
several months after he joined the Army.
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JR at the Aviation Museum in Washington, DC while on leave in 2001.



JR with his mother at a surprise homecoming from Germany in December, 2003.



JR with his 6 month old nephew, Julian

Army friend, SGT Ligia “Sophie” Arbaiza, giving JR a manicure while in Iraq.



JR, lower right, with Battle Buddies at Camp Speicher near Tikrit, Iraq in 2005.



Last picture taken of JR and his brother together.



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
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THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY HAS AWARDED

THE ARMY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL

B Private First Class Lawrence G. Sprader
1O HHC, 84™ Chemical Battalion

FOR  Meritorious service while serving as the Alpha Company, 84 Chemical Battalion Unit Supply Specialist from 1
March 2001 to 20 July 2002. His efforts and mission accomplishment reflect distinct credit upon him, the 84 Chemical
Battalion, Fort Leonard Wood, and the United States Army.

From: 1 March 2001 to 20 July 2002

This 28th Day of May 2002

PO 148-1, 28 May 2002 ) [ &\/

HQ, 84th Chemical Battalion : PATRICK J. SHARON

Ft. Leonard Wood, MO 65473 LTC, CM
Commanding

Pa FoRM 4980-18, NOV 07

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY HAS AWARDED

THE ARMY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL

TO SERGEANT LAWRENCE G. SPRADER

506TH QUARTERMASTER COMPANY, 530™ COMBAT SUSTAINMENT SUPPORT BATTALION
G MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT WHILE SERVING AS A UNIT SUPPLY SPECIALIST. HIS PROFESSIONALISM,

DEDICATION TO DUTY AND INSTITUTIONAL KNOWLEDGE WERE VITAL TO THE SUCCESS OF THE UNIT'S WARTIME

AND PEACETIME MISSION DURING T WITH THE 506™ QUARTERMASTER COMPANY. HI

ACHIEV TS

CREDIT UPON HIV

ARMY.

FROM: 12 JULY 2005 TO 10 APRIL 2007

GIVEN THIS 15™ DAY OF FEBRUARY 2007

Permanent Orders# 074-001 ROBERT C. HORNECK
15 MARCH 2007 LTC, OD
530™ CSSB Commander




THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY HAS AWARDED

THE ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL

SERGEANT LAWRENCE G. SPRADER, JR
11" MILITARY POLICE BATTALION (CID)

FORexceptionally meritorious service while assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment as the unit Supply Sergeant. Sergeant Sprader’s professionalism, dedication to
duty, and commitment to excellence will have a lasting impact upon all he followed, those
he led, and his significant contributions to the “Peacemakers” Battalion. His efforts to live
the military values, traditions, and honors will always reflect great credit upon himself, the
11t MP BN (CID), the 6" MP GP (CID), and the United States Army.

FROM: 28 July 2000 to 12 June 2007

PO# 165-01, 14 June 2007 NN ;

HQ, 6th MP Group (CID) , /] cott A. Halasz

Fort Lewis, WA 98433 D Colonel, Military Police
Commanding

DA FORM 4980-14, NOV 97

The Army Commendation Medal awarded posthumously to JR

for sustained acts of heroism and meritorious service.



Honor Guard at JR’s funeral at J.T. Morriss Funeral Home.

Arrival at Virginia Veterans Cemetery, Amelia, VA for Memorial Service



Presentation of the American Flag to JR’s mother at the Virginia Veterans Cemetery Memorial,
with his father, Lawrence Sprader, Sr. beside her and JR’s cousin Freddie. Other friends, the
Honor Guard and the Pall Bearers are in the far section.
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Memorial Flag used at JR’s Funeral

A Permanent Memorial as been established at the location where

JR passed away at Ft. Hood, Texas.



SGT Lawmence G. Spsades [
June 12,2007
Dedivated By MPRUL

Section: H
Column: A
Raw: 92
[ S

Memorial Paver at the Military Police Memorial Grove,
Fort Leonardwood, Missouri.

The Sprader Family personal memorial for JR at their home in Prince George, Virginia



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 19, 2007

Sergeant First Class and Mrs. Lawrence G. Sprader, Sr.
6803 Birchett Drive
Prince George, Virginia 23875

Dear Sergeant and Mrs. Sprader:

I am saddened by the loss of your son. The loyal members of our Armed
Forces exemplify the decency and unselfish courage that make our country
strong. All are American heroes who stepped forward when our Nation
needed them most. We will always remember J.R.'s service and sacrifice,
and he will forever have the respect and admiration of a grateful Nation.

Laura and I offer our deepest sympathy. You are in our thoughts and prayers.
May the encouragement and support of your loved ones be a source of

strength during this time.

Sincerely,

Letter of Condolence from President George W. Bush soon after JR passed away.
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Article from a Korean Newspaper about the death of JR




The Editorial Below Was Published in October 2009

Issue of the Prince George Journal

Editorial

Sgt. Lawrence Sprader Jr. should be
remembered as an American hero

During a time when soldiers are going
Absent Without Leave declaring their
disdain for the war, we can take pride in a
local American hero.

Sgt. Lawrence Sprader Jr. deserves our
thanks for his commitment to duty, his
proud service and respect for this nation.
He was a true patriot.

Unfortunately due to others’ apparent
misconduct, Sgt. Lawrence Sprader Jr.
died in a training accident at Fort Hood,
Texas, after he went missing on a land
navigation course June 12. His body was
found four days later, and an investigation
into the matter continues.

Though, Sgt. Sprader was taken at the
young age of 24, he had touched the lives
of many. Not only through his personal
kindness and ability to put others before
himself but through his selfless service to
~our county.

The Prince Goerge man served in Iraq
proudly — not once, but two tours. And he
was preparing for his third.

Sgt. Sprader was a supply sergeant who
was sought after. He served in a variety of
units from infantry divisions to Military
Police brigades.

Every where and in each unit, he made
an impression, and it was always positive.

In his seven years of service, Sgt. Sprad-
er earned numerous awards and commen-
dations.

His bedroom walls are adorned with
sergeants major and commander coins. A
tradition of honor in the military.

As many military leaders will confess,
those coins are coveted and only given
when truly deserved.

JR, as he was called by his friends and
family in Prince George, believed in ser-
vice to his country. He enlisted leaving for
training just days after graduating high
school.

He left PGHS with is diploma, numer-
ous awards in business classes and a clear
vision of where he was headed.

He took the path less traveled by many
teenagers.

He chose family tradition of serving and
also stayed clear of negative influences
including drugs and alcohol,

His death is a great tragedy, an American
tragedy.

But JR did not die without first impact-
ing the world.

He brought comfort to his fellow sol-
diers in the time of war. And he gener-
ated smiles from children who lived in the
midst of the conflict. ,

Sgt. Sprader was a true American hero.

We are indeed sorry we lost him, but are
blessed for his presence even for his short
time on earth. -

Thanks JR. We are forever indebted to
your selfless service.



Personal Tributes

My fondest memory of JR is whenever he played video games. He loved them and I'd always watch him
play. He was good, very good. Even when he returned from Irag and was home, all he wanted to do
was play video games. So we'd just sit in my room and just chill, playing games. That was always fun. —
Christopher Sprader (JR’s brother)

JR enjoying his favorite pastime playing video games

My deepest condolences to the Sprader's Family for the lost of Lawrence Sprader. He was a good friend
and great person to be around. He was always happy and making people feel the same way. | will
always remember him as a good, caring person. Always with a smile on his face. Sorry | couldn't make it
to the services, but my prayers are with you and your family. - Pedro Rivera-Birriel (Pedro Rivera-Birriel
was stationed at Fort Hood, Texas with JR and they served in Iraq together)

We are so saddened to hear of Lawrence's death at such a young age. His determination to enter the
United States Army right after high school and his pride in serving his country shone through in what |
have read and heard. Our sympathies go out to the entire Sprader family. We can only offer our
sympathies and cannot imagine your feelings of loss. However, | hope we are allowed to share in your
feelings of pride for your beloved hero son. He lost his life while doing his duty and serving the country
and that is an example for the rest of us. He was shining role model for any person. - Kuykendall Family,
Prince George, VA



Logistics is a complex job and to be able to provide everyone with needed supplies requires to be
meticulous and JR was just that; very meticulous and dedicated to the team. | was not much involved
with him, but when | went by his section he was always working on something. He was dedicated to his
job and his supply section, and therefore the mission was easier. He was involved with everything
related to the unit. - Victor Cabrera

JR was 8 years old when he became the best friend of our son, Philip. He was a part of our life from
1991 until his untimely death at age 25 in a poorly run training exercise at Ft Hood. He was a well
mannered, hard working and a good student in high school. These early traits were to foretell why he
was an outstanding soldier and a non-commissioned officer who eagerly sought more responsibility as
he led men in Combat in Irag. His career looked bright as he gained more experience and he eagerly
looked forward to his upcoming training at Ft Hood. Unfortunately it was this same "can do", must
complete attitude and drive to complete the mission. That contributed to his heartbreaking death in a
training exercise in the desert in 2007.

As a career military officer of over thirty years and two combat tours in Vietnam, | can say without
hesitation that Sgt. Sprader was a great soldier, son, patriot and a very special human being that if alive
today would be a senior leader no matter what career he choose to peruse and he deserves every honor
that can be bestowed upon his memory for he was very special and our world is less complete without
him. - Respectfully, Clinton A Hodder

My memory is something I’'m working on with my therapist and we were speaking about JR. | keep
thinking about our last convoy. He visited me in the motor pool to say goodbye to me and McCrae. He
was excited to go to Texas, but was sad to leave friends and the comfort of home. We joked about new
responsibilities since he wouldn’t be living with his parents and he laughed his funny “yea” response
between the chuckles. His expression and seeing him standing at the doorway is like a painted portrait
in my brain. - Swileen Tavarez-Almendarez

| will forever remember JR’s evolution. He was so quiet and shy when he came to the 506" from
German. He never said very much at first and was very reserved, but as we all spent more time together
and prepared to deploy he started to open up. He had the kindest and most genuine soul. He loved his
family, he loved his friends and he was proud to follow in your footstep. He had a great sense of humor
and we would laugh all the time. His laughter was contagious! | was so proud to see him progress in his
career, to promote him and to induct him into the NCO Corps. | received a shy kid unsure of himself and
watched him grow into a confident young man ready to conquer the world. - Heather White

What comes to mind when | think of SGT Sprader is a loyal team player with a good sense of humor.
SGT Sprader served as the unit armorer for the 506th QM Company during a deployment in support of
Operation Iraqgi Freedom, but the scope of his impact spread much wider. The hard work from SGT
Sprader started prior to ever stepping foot in Irag. He spent numerous hours requesting and receiving
supplies for shipment into Iraq, and the unit enjoyed the fruits of his labor with refrigerators, televisions,
microwaves, etc. that he helped to acquire. He was a true morale booster in every sense. He kept us
laughing, and the supply section excelled thanks to his competence, devotion, and positive attitude. He
made the long, heavy days lighter for all. | am proud to have served with SGT Sprader. -
LTC Michael Lindley



At JR’s 10" Year Class reunion in 2010, his classmates displayed and signed JR’s graduation picture,
which was then presented to his parents.



Wings in the Sky

On July 2, 2007, which would have been JR’s 25" birthday and just three weeks after he passed
away, his family was visiting his grave at the Virginia Veterans Cemetery in Amelia, Virginia.
The sky was completely clear, however they looked up at one point and saw the beautiful cloud
and rainbow pictured below. They were awestruck. Then JR’s mother said “That’s my son
telling me that he’s okay.”




Final resting place

Virginia Veterans Cemetery
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Amelia, Vi
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