Nathaniel Irving



Nathaniel Irving
Born June 16, 1948

Killed in Action February 8, 1969

Nathaniel Irving was born on June 16, 1948, the son of Mrs. Luverster Irving Grammer and
Nathaniel White, and step-son of James Grammer. He had a daughter, Connie, born six months
after he was killed. In addition, Nathaniel had six sisters: Jennie, Eliza, Florence, Catherine,
Irene and Joyce, and five brothers: William, Robert, James, Eugene and John. Nathaniel,
nicknamed “Mayner”, enjoyed playing basketball, as well as having fun with his friends and
family. He was raised in Prince George County and was a member of Harrison Grove Baptist
Church. During his school years he attended Old Academy School, Harrison Grove School and
J.E.J. Moore High School.

Nathaniel’s School Pictures



Before entering military service, Nathaniel worked at Hughes Dry Cleaners in Hopewell.
Nathaniel entered military service on June 17, 1968, and was trained as Airborne Infantry. He
was assigned to the 75t Infantry, 4™ Infantry Division. His tour of duty in Vietnam started on
December 8, 1968 and he was killed on February 8, 1969, just two months later. Nathaniel’s
remains were returned home where, after funeral services were conducted at Harrison Grove
Baptist Church, he was interred at the City Point National Cemetery in Hopewell, VA with full
military honors.

Military awards that Nathaniel received include Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Metal,
Vietnam Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal and Purple Heart Medal.

The collection of mementos and pictures included in this document were provided by
Nathaniel’s sister.

Below: Postcard from Nathaniel to his Mother while he was in training at Ft Polk, Louisiana.
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Below: Pictures of Nathaniel while in the Army




Below: Army Certificate of training
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Leader Preparation Course

FORT POLK ACADEMY
Fort Polk, Louisiana 71459
6 September 1968
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Nathaniel’s only child, Connie, was born six
months after he was killed. The picture to
the left was taken when she was two years
old.




Below: Family Letter Posthumously Written to Nathaniel
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Below: Nathaniel’s Family: Mother, Sisters & Brothers




A TRIBUTE
published in the pages of
THE PROGRESSINDEX

PETERSBURG, VA.
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PFC NATHANIEL IRVING
Pfc. Nathaniel Irving, of Route
1, Box 404, Hopewell, died sud-
denly, Feb. 8, in Vietnam, as a
result of enemy action.
Pfe, Irving was @
Prince George €
of Harrison Grove
. Church. - =
. Surviving are: mother, Mrs.
Luverster Irving Gammer, of

Irving; James H, Grammer, Jr.,
Eugene and John Grammer, all

rison Grov pen
Prince George County. The Rev. 2% |
) iters will officiate. In- "X/




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 5, 1969

Dear Mrs. Irving:

It was with profound regret that I learned of the death
of your son, Private First Class Nathaniel Irving.

I realize the great sorrow you have been called upon
to bear. It is my sincere hope that you will gain con-
solation from the memory of your son's unselfish
dedication to our free world at a critical time when
brave and dependable men were so urgently needed.
Our country is grateful for your son's contribution to
the cause of freedom.

Mrs. Nixon joins me in extending to you our sincere
sympathy and you may be sure you will remain in our
prayers.

Sincerely,

FLf Hoss

Mrs. Luverester Irving
Route One, Box 424
Hopewell, Virginia




Below: Nathaniel’s Purple Heart Award Certificate

I'HE UNITED STATES OFF AMERICA
TO ALLEWHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
HAS AWARDED THE

PURPLE HEART

ESTABLISHED BY.GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON

AT NEWBURGH, NEW YORK, AUGUS "I' T, 178
TO '

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS NATHANIEL IRVING, US 52 917 976, UNITED STATES ARMY
FOR WOUNDS RECEIVED
IN ACTION
IN VIETNAM RESULTING IN HIS DEATH ON 8 FEBRUARY 1069

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
THIS 26TH DAY OF MARCH 169
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Final Resting Place
City Point National Cemetery
Hopewell, Virginia
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This memorial tribute can be obtained by contacting:

The Prince George Regional Heritage Center
P.O. Box 452
Prince George, VA 23875
804-863-0212

pghistory@aol.com
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